


Director, MEETS PORT Department
ATSUSHI YOKOTSUKA

JCB HALL

Q: What is the origin of the name of the performance hall?

A: We adopted a sponsorship system to sell the naming rights to the under-

ground multipurpose hall. After negotiations with several companies, in 

October 2007 we concluded a sponsorship agreement with JCB Co., Ltd., and 

named the performance hall “JCB Hall.”

 The sponsorship system 

originated in the United States, 

and has been adopted for Major 

League Baseball stadiums and 

other facilities. Sponsor compa-

nies that purchase the naming 

rights gain a substantial promo-

tional benefi t, with their com-

pany name used in a wide range of media, while the company that manages 

the facility receives a naming rights fee, providing advantages for both sides. 

Many stadiums and performance halls bearing the name of sponsor corpora-

tions have appeared in Japan in recent years, and the Tokyo Dome Group 

already has such contracts with seven companies for facilities within LaQua.

The Story Behind the Development of 
MEETS PORT’s Three Components
The development of the three components of MEETS PORT—the JCB performance hall, dining facilities and 

garden space—from the point of view of the person in charge of it all, Atsushi Yokotsuka.

Atsushi Yokotsuka
Managing Director, MEETS PORT Division

TOKYO DOME CORPORATION

Q:  What distinguishes MEETS PORT from other perfor-
mance halls around Tokyo?

A: The most distinguishing feature is “comfort.” The seatbacks are made 

of mesh to make them more breathable, lessening discomfort when sitting 

for long periods of time. JCB Hall has seating capacity for 2,500 persons 

(3,100 including standing areas), although the distance from the furthest 

row to the stage is a mere 25 meters. This was made possible through the 

use of a unique sledge balcony for guest seating. The inclination angle 

was made relatively steep to prevent as much as possible the view from 

being blocked by people in forward rows. Allowing the audience a close-

up view of its favorite artists and full enjoyment of the action on the stage 

are the most striking features of JCB Hall.

 The inaugural event demonstrated this wonderfully. On March 20 and 

21, 2008, the day after the opening of MEETS PORT, JCB Hall was the 

venue for performances by a long-standing band on the American rock 

scene, TOTO, and adult-oriented rock pioneer Boz Scaggs. After the con-

cert, one of the TOTO members commented how pleased he was with the 

sense of unity created by the proximity between the stage and audience. 

I was thrilled to hear that. We intend to continue with our efforts to make 

both the audience and the performers glad there is a place like JCB Hall.

Steve Lukather (TOTO) 
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Garden Space

Q: What role does the garden play in Tokyo Dome City?

A: Any space for greenery in the city is significant. We included as much greenery as possible 

in accordance with the city planning laws, and the creation of such a lush, green space in the 

heart of a big city like Tokyo provides a substantial benefit to the neighborhood residents.

	 We selected a variety of plants that would provide year-round greenery, including ev-

ergreens such as pine, oak and camphor, as well as oleander and pomelo trees that flaunt 

brightly colored blossoms from summer through early fall. Also, by using paving materials that 

absorb rainwater, and increasing water retention with thick layers of soil, we enhanced heat 

retention in winter and improved cooling in summer. We included spaces for relaxation, and 

installed a snack bar for guests to enjoy a light meal. Plants have been placed on the roof of 

this stand, as well as along the upper sections of the two air ducts.

	 The garden space also has access to Tokyo Dome City Attractions on the third level of 

MEETS PORT that leads people to its various facilities, while at the same time serving a role in 

enticing guests from Tokyo Dome City to MEETS PORT.

Dining Facilities

Q: What were your strategies for tenant acquisition and composition?

A: We have reasonably priced dining options within Tokyo Dome City, and high-end restaurants in 

the Tokyo Dome Hotel. We had often thought about how we needed something in between, so we 

decided to make MEETS PORT a collection of mid-range, high-quality bars and restaurants.

	 The ground floor consists of mainly take-out stores easily accessible for passers-by, including 

a convenience store, coffee shop and bakery. The second floor features food and drink in a casual 

atmosphere. The third floor, with the selling point of large windows looking out over the garden, 

has restaurants where diners can relax and unwind. These restaurants are ideal options for filling 

an empty stomach before or after a live show or event at JCB Hall.

	 There are also stores in the garden space serving light meals and snacks, allowing guests to 

enjoy a soft ice cream or sip fresh juice as they admire the greenery.
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